Otford Primary School- 2nd April 2026

Letter from the Head Teacher

Dear Parents,

It was lovely to see so many families enjoying the Easter Egg Hunt yesterday. Thank you to
the PTFA and all the volunteers for making this such a success—these events truly matter
and make a real difference to our school community.

It has been a busy but enjoyable term, with so much learning taking place. This is always a
time of year when children flourish and make excellent progress across many areas, as you
will see from the updates below. We remain committed to ensuring that all children
continue to make strong progress.

Here are some highlights from our 2025 academic data (further details are available on our
website):

e Early Years (2025): 77% achieved the expected standard (National: 68.3%)
* Phonics — End of Year 1 (2025): 83% passed (National: 80%)

e Multiplication Tables Check — Year 4 (2025): 32% achieved full marks (National:
21%)

e Reading — End of Year 6 (2025): 83% at expected standard (National: 74%)



Writing — End of Year 6 (2025): 74% at expected standard (National: 72%)

Maths — End of Year 6 (2025): 74% at expected standard (National: 72%)

e Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (2025): 79% at expected standard (National:
72%)

e Science- End of Year 6 (2025)- 85% at expected standard ( National 82%)

We are pleased with these results; however, we remain ambitious and focused on ensuring
that every child makes strong progress from their individual starting points. We will also be
sharing updated school data with parents at the end of this academic year, so that you can
remain informed about our key performance headlines.

We have greatly valued the support from Parent Forums and the conversations during

Parent Consultations. If you would like further information from your child’s class teacher
regarding homework or ways to support learning at home, please do not hesitate to get in
touch. We are always happy to help and work in partnership with you to ensure your child
makes the best possible progress. Regular attendance continues to be vital in supporting this.

Thank you for your continued support. We wish you a very happy and restful Easter break
with your families.

With best wishes,

Mrs H Roberts

Summer Uniform- Terms 5 & 6.

Here is the updated uniform for the summer term which we hope is helpful for potentially
much wamrer days!

Summer Uniform — Terms 5 & 6
* Navy and white gingham dress worn with white ankle socks.

e Plain white short sleeved shirt or blouse (without a tie and the top button undone) with or
without a school jumper.

PE Uniform Indoor

* Royal Blue PE shorts also available from PMG Schoolwear or skorts. Children may wear
plain non branded royal blue PE shorts

* White School T-Shirt with emblem available from PMG Schoolwear. Children may wear
plain non branded white T-Shirt



* White socks e Black elasticated plimsolls. ® School Drawstring PE Bag available from PMG
Schoolwear.

PE Uniform Outdoor — Years 1 -6
¢ A dark coloured, plain tracksuit- non branded.
* Trainers for outdoor wear, these are only to be worn on days for PE many thanks.

School Uniform policy?!

Year 6 Bridge Building (Design and Technology)

Last Friday, in Design and Technology, we tested our bridges by carefully placing coins on
them one by one to see how strong they were and how much weight they could hold. The
children watched closely as each coin was added, noticing how their structures responded
and whether they stayed stable or began to bend.

Before the testing, the children had designed and built their bridges using art straws, paper,
and masking tape. They explored different shapes and structures, thinking about how to
make their bridges strong and balanced. Some chose to use triangles for extra support, while
others focused on layering materials or reinforcing key areas.

To make it even more exciting, everyone worked in teams and came up with their own
engineering team names. A huge congratulations to the 'Bestie Builders', whose design was
the winning bridge in 6L, successfully holding an impressive 107 two-pence coins as well as
the other winning group in 6CC whose team called themselves 'A Bridge Like no Other
Bridge."'

It was a fantastic hands-on activity that encouraged problem-solving, creativity, and
teamwork, as the children reflected on their designs and considered how they might
improve them in the future.

Mrs Little and Mrs Cox

lhttps://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/otford-primary-school/UploadedDocument/37d08eb2-
3922-44f0-83d1-ade72d2d2af3/uniform-policy.pdf
















Year 5 Soup Making-lots of fun with this Design and Technology
activity and warm tummies!







Year 3 Trip to St Bart's Church
Easter crafts afternoon at St Barts

On Wednesday, Year 3 visited St Barts church for an Easter story and crafts afternoon, and
the children had a wonderful time. We learned all about the Easter story, made tombs out of
biscuits, talked about the importance of the crucifixion and created our own palm leaves.
The children were engaged throughout and absolutely loved every part of it!

Thank you to all of the brilliant volunteers. The church are also putting on lots of brilliant
Easter activities over the holidays, so do pop by if you have any spare time.







Year 2 Ocarina Concert

On Monday afternoon Year 2 put on a wonderful concert for their families. It was a
showcase of all that they have been learning this term in music with ocarina playing and
some singing too. Well done to all those involved, you were fantastic.






Music Update

Bexties

BIG SING

This morning the whole school came together in the hall for our annual Big Sing. This year all
our songs were made famous by The Beatles. Each year group performed a song and
Rhythmix performed a lovely version of Blackbird. For our final number we came together as
a school and sung ‘Hey Jude’. The hall was filled with the wonderful joyous sound of singing.
What a way to end the term.

Happy Easter to you all.

Easter holiday music opportunities at Kent Music

There are a number of great music courses running over the Easter holidays and May half
term. Please look at the Kent Music website for more details. Courses - Kent Music



New ukulele group at Sevenoaks Kent Music hub.

A new ukulele group is starting at the Kent Music hub at Trinity school, Sevenoaks. It will
start after half term and will run from 4.20 — 5pm every Tuesday. It is for all abilities and
should be a lot of fun. The first half term is free!! For more details please see the flyer
attached. Please contact Kent Music to book a trial spot.
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Enjoy a FREE
half term!*

Sevenoaks
@ Music Centre
West Kent
Ukuleles

Beginner ukulele players can build
technique and confidence through
chords, strumming, melodies,
improvisation, singing and simple
composing in-a fun group.

RED NOSE DAY

Otford Primary raised £272.50!! Thank you to everyone who donated to this important
cause.



Hi Otford Primary School,

The money you've raised this Red Nose Day will do sernious
good for serious reasons, right across the UK, and around
the world.

Your generosity means local organisations can keep
helping people when they need it most. Thank you for
getting seriously silly for good.



Your fundraising journey

Your supporters \

37 donors supported you on this
incredible journey. Together
you've made positive change and
a lasting impact. We're truly

o
inspired by your Kindnessl! ’%‘

Your total

Wow! You've done an amazing
job of spreading the word about
this awesome cause. And guess
what? You've raised £272.50 for
Comic Relief.

Minibus Drivers Wanted for Swimming please!

WE WANT YOU!

Please do reach out if you are able to help with driving the mini bus on a Wednesday
morning. This is to transport the children from Otford to St Michael's school for their lessons.
Currently we only have two volunteers, so any support would be appreciated! The children
are supervised by members of our school team, please let Ms Di Mario know in the office
and we can get this ball rolling! Many thanks in advance.



Year 6 Save the Dates
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We know that Year 6 is always a very special year and goes so quickly! The Year 6 teaching

team would like to share some key dates with our parents, these have also been added to

the school calendar on the website.

Year 6 Save the Date

Monday 11th-Thursday 14th May: KS2 Sats Week

Wednesday 20th May: Meeting with parents/carers re Year 6 residential in the
school hall at 2:30pm.

Wednesday 24th -26th June: Year 6 Residential to Kingswood

Tuesday 14th July: Performance to parents/families evening: 6:30pm
Wednesday 15th July: Performance to parents/families evening: 6:30pm
Thursday 16th July: Leavers Party

Tuesday 21st July: Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly 9:30am



Clubs

&8  Otford Primary School
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AFTER-

SCHOOL CLUB

Lots of exercise, learning awesome skills, fun
games, making new friends!

* Thursdays, 3.30 to 4.30 pm

* £10 per session, first taster session free

+ No experience necessary (come and try!)

* For year groups1to 6

» Stay for dodgeball 4.30pm to 5pm, £5 per
session

Contact Chris to secure your place:
chris.sevenoaksjitsu@icloud.com
Tel: 07914 805 339

i S x “I'VE SEEN
MY DAUGHTER E
ASKED IF SHE CAN MY SON'S

CONFIDENCE
ATTEND THE CLUB
UNTIL SHE GROW DURING

By HIS TIME SPENT
LEAVES SCHOOL' ATTHE CLUB"

FUN, EXERCISE, FRESH AIR & DIFFERENT ACTIVITIES EVERY WEEK
NEW ACTIVITIES FORTHIS TERM INCLUDE:

WATER DAY: NOODLE BALL
BUSHCRAFTSOLAR FIRELIGHTING
MINI ROBOT BUILDING | CIRCUS SKILLS
TOY STORY SLIME & GAMES
DRAGON SLINGSHOT MAKING
MINECRAFTTREASURE HUNT
NERF WILD WEST| BUSHCRAFTDENS
MARSHMALLOW CATAPULT MAKING
THE KEY INGREDIENT: LOTS OF FUN!

OTFORD PRIMARY
TUESDAYS 3:20-430PM
YEARS -6

PRICE: £88 (WEEKTERM)

DA WA N

INFO & BOOK: WWW.THEOUTDOORSPROJECT.CO.U

'HOLIDAY CLUBS - BIRTHDAY PARTIES - SCHOOL WORKSHOPS - AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS - SAPLINGS PARENT & TODDLER GROUP.

OFSTED REGISTERED & CHILDCARE VOUCHERS ACCEPTED




SPRING TERM GLUBS

AT OTFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL
FOOTBALL CLUB

For boys & girls of all abilities!

SPACES REMAINING

10% SIBLING DISCOUNT AVAILABLE

. 01689 828385
% skillsacademyltd.com
info@skillsacademyltd.com

They think it's FUN,
- you know it's EDUCATIONAL

SPACES AVAILABLE! ©

After School

Book via website

TOP7REASONS WHY
KidsLOVE Bricks4 Kidz

A fun, welcoming space where they feel confident to try new ideas

w
-
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Building, creating, and problem-solving with LEGO® bricks every session
Figuring things out, overcoming challenges, and feeling proud of what they build
Working with friends, sharing ideas, and building together
Using their imagination while taking on exciting STEAM challenges
[2] Learning cool skills like engineering and robotics through play
Leaving every class feeling happy, confident, and excited to come back

(@) @bricksakidz_kent Real-world concepts related to Science
@bakmidkent Technology, Engineering, Art and Math:

ccobb@bricksakidz.com

bricks4kidz.co.uk/kent o7g14 371279

We Learn, We Build, We Play with LEGO® Bricks

SAVE THE DATES



Last day of Term 4 - 2nd April
Term 5 Starts - 20th April

Cake Sale Year 3 - 24th April, 3:30
Swimming Gala years 5 & 6 - 27th April
Bank Holiday - 4th May

Year 5 Camp Out- 7 & 8th May
KS2 SATS - 11-15th May

Class photos - 21st May

Last day of Term 5 - 22nd May
Half Term - 25th -29th May

Inset Day - 1st June

Term 6 Starts - 2nd June

Community Notice Board

CALLING ALL
YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS!
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OTFORD VILLAGE FETE

BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY - 25™ MAY

11:00AM - 4:00PM

We are looking for Young Entrepreneurs .':'
to £oin our Craft Village at this year’s \
ot

ord Village Fete.

2 )
6 ’
R,
/ N

If you are a crafter, artist or maker aged
under 18, this is a fantastic opportunity
to sell your makes at this wonderful N o

community event.

In order to participate, everything you sell
must be handmade and you must live in,

or be very local to Otford.

TO FIND OUT MORE AND BOOK A FREE STALL
Contact Jenny Kelly
craftguild@otfordsociety.org.uk
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Maidstone Grammar School for Girls

Shik

Maidstone Grammar School
for Girls
Nor sibi sed omnibus

MGGS Year 5 Taster Lessons!




We are excited to announce the release of dates for our next Year 5 Taster Lessons! These events are a wonderful
opportunity for students o experience the vibrant community and outstanding education offered at Maidsione
Grammar School for Girls (MGGS).

Giive your daughter the chance to ignite her curiosity with our interactive Taster Sessions. These sessions are a
fantastic way for Year 5 students to get a taste of life at MGGS:

Geography Explorers

Wednesday, 29th April 2026

4.00pm - 5.00pn

This taster lesson is on Geography and will jocus on an ntroduction to our MGGS®. In the fesson, girls will be
investigating owr own school environment and the impacts upon it Students will alse be exploring the
enviranment in which we live and the impact thai humans can have on it

11+ Preparation: Creative Writing

Wednesday, 6th May 2026

4.00pm = 5.00pm

The sesstons are designed to support students in their preparations for the {1+

How to Book

Booking a place is quick and easy! Simply visit our online booking page to secure your spot at any of the events,
Don’t wait too long = spaces fill up fast due ta the popularity of these events.

Feel free to share this information with friends and classmates, as they, too, are welcome to experience MGGS!

Stay Informed

We will be announcing more Year 5 Taster Lessons for the upeoming term soon. Once registered, you will
receive regular updates about future events. If your daughter is unable to attend a pre-booked event, please notify
us in advance so we can offer the place to another student.

Maidstone Grammar School
for Girls
Nor sibi sed omnitus
Discover MGGS
We can't wail to welcome you to MGGS, where you can experience firsthand the warmth, community $pirit, and
excellence that defines our school. Tegether. we embody the MGGS matto: Non sibi sed onmibus - Not for oneself
‘but for all

Learn More about MGGS and explore additional resources:

. School Prospectus
. car 7 Currieulur
.
.

PTFA UPDATE

B Update from the PTFA B8

Thankyou so much to everyone who volunteered and participated in the Easter hunt, lots
of fun was had by all!

Otfest - Sat 11th July

If you are interested in assisting with the BBQ, please let us know. Your support would be
greatly appreciated.



MORE INFO TO COME!




OTFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL TERM DATES FOR 2026-2027

Term 1

INSET DAY

Tuesday 1 September 2026

INSET DAY

Wednesday 2 September 2026

Starts

Thursday 3 September 2026

Last day of term

Thursday 22 October 2026

INSET DAY

Friday 23 October 2026

Term 2

Starts

Monday 2 November 2026

Last day of term

Thursday 17 December 2026

INSET DAY

Friday 18 December 2026

Term 3

Starts

Monday 4 January 2027

Last day of term

Friday 12 February 2027

Term 4

Starts

Monday 22 February 2027

Last day of term

Thursday 25 March 2027

Term 5

Starts Monday 12 April 2027

Bank Holiday Monday Monday 3 May 2027
Last day of term Friday 28 May 2027
Term 6

INSET DAY Monday 7 June 2027
Starts Tuesday 8 June 2027

Last day of term Wednesday 21 July 2027

Easter Holiday

umﬁ‘““

akez ERSTER HOLIDAY CLUBS

Lrambushrattirelighting ki, make Mini Egg

Tue 7 April
EASTER NERF DAY

Thu9 April
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MULTIPLE LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT ESSEX, SURREY & KENT )
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DIFFERENT MEGA ACTIVITIES, ARTS & CRAFTS & AND
SPORTS (3 AVAILABLE EACH DAY
30™ MARCH - 17™ APRIL
DATES VARY AT EACH LOCATION

VISIT WEBSITE FOR A FULL LIST OF DATES & LOCATIONS

.. BOOK ONLINE NOW!  xeu
Ofsted WWW.MEGACAMPS.NET

Registered OR CALL 0333 012 4378

EASTER®
30™MAR - V7 APR

26™ MAY - 29™ MAY

OCTOBER & CHRISTMAS DATES TBC

Visit: www.megacamps.net:
for your locations exact dates'& more details

G
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WE ARE RECRUITING!

MULTIPLE OPPORTUNITIES THROUGHOUT ESSEX, KENT & SURREY,
FIND OUT MORE AT. WWW.MEGACAMPS.NET:




Attendance Insight

We know that consistent school attendance is so important for your child; the benefits for
them are immeasurable! However, sometimes, the numbers can seem vague. Therefore, to
put attendance percentage into perspective, we have converted percentages into their
weekly equivalent and, even one step further, to express percentage in terms of lessons
missed:

e Attendance of 95% for the year equals 10 days that your child has been absent- that
is two school weeks of your child’s learning missed for that year. If we consider that
children are taught 4-6 lessons a day, then 10 days absence over the course of the
school year equates to 40-60 lessons missed.

e Attendance of 90% for the year equals 19 days that your child has been absent, that
is almost 4 weeks of school missed, or 76-114 lessons missed.

e Attendance of 85% for the year equals 29 days that your child has been absent, that
is almost 6 school weeks missed (nearly the equivalent of the summer holidays) or
116-174 lessons missed.

- Attendance of 80% for the year equals 38 days absent per year, that is over 7 school weeks
or 152-228 lessons missed!

Punctuality Matters Being frequently late for school adds up to lost learning
- Arriving 5 minutes late every day adds up to over 3 days lost each year
- Arriving 15 minutes late every day adds up to 2 weeks absence a year

- Arriving 30 minutes late every adds up to 19 days absence a year

If, for any reason, you require support getting your child into school, please let us know.
Contact the school and we can arrange a meeting with a member of the Senior Leadership
Team to discuss how best we can support you and next steps.



Please see the government website for more details

The Education Hub?

Otford Instagram Account

We would love to remind everyone to visit our Instagram page at Otford_primary_school
where you will find lots of information and pictures regarding all the exciting things we have
been doing at school. We regularly post news in the "stories" rather than posts as they can
easily become lost in the posts. We have 456 followers now- thank you for taking the time
to look. You can find us here: otford_primary_school3

Should we receive any inappropriate content on this page the account involved will be
blocked and reported to Instagram.

2https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/08/fines-for-parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-you-
need-to-know/

3https://www.instagram.com/otford primary school




Early Birds Bookings

Dear Parents\Carers,

ParentPay should be used to make Early Bird Bookings. Bookings can be made until the end
of the academic year and will need to be paid for at the time of booking. There is a limit of
45 children per day in place and spaces are allocated on a first come first served

basis. Please find below link to guide to booking:

https://cdn.embedly.com/widgets/media.html?src=https%3A%2F%2Ffast.wistia.net%2Femb
ed%2Fiframe%2Ff7e9aflmga&display name=Wistia%2C%2BInc.&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpare
ntpay.wistia.com%2Fmedias%2Ff7e9aflmga&image=https%3A%2F%2Fembed-

ssl.wistia.com%2Fdeliveries%2Fe388bc7ea8e1880c18a91c5f5ecle32f6ca5d2bce.jpg%3Fimag




e crop resized%3D960x540&key=40cb30655a7f4a46adaaf18efb05db21&type=text%2Fhtml
&schema=wistia&wvideo=f7e9aflmga

Parents who pay for sessions using childcare vouchers should email their requirements at
least a term in advance to earlybirds@otford.kent.sch.uk. Early Birds will then manually add
the required sessions onto ParentPay on your behalf. Sessions paid for by childcare vouchers
are not guaranteed unless booked termly in advance.




